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favoured at Berlin than he believed to be possible. General Mollendorf feared a war with Russia in view of the threatening attitude of Austria. Count Schulenberg thought the position very difficult, but hoped that the presence of a "large" British fleet in the Baltic might overawe Catharine and end the dispute. Even 13ischoffswerder, who had returned from his mission to Vienna in the most buoyant spirits, expressed concern at the irresolute mood of Frederick William; but he promised to report progress after an interview which he was to have with him at a private dinner on that day. Late in the evening the favourite declared that he had convinced the monarch of the falseness of Hertzberg's information about Austria. In fact, the dinner and Hischoffswerdcr's conversation brought Frederick William to see the need of bold measures against Russia; and he drew up forthwith that inspiriting challenge to England. Bischoffswerder also assured our envoy that the anti-British intrigues were the work of Ang-lophobcs like Prince Henry of Prussia, or of those who wished to maintain the influence of the reigning favourite, the Countess Donhoff, and keep the King immersed in his pleasures.1
A more damning explanation of the King's action cannot be conceived ; and we learn with some surprise that the royal appeal carried the day at the British Cabinet's meetings of 2ist and 22nd IVIarch, when Ministers had before them the declaration of the !Dutch admiral as to the comparative uselessness of OczakofT. The final resolve was formed on 25th March, when the ultimatum to Russia was drawn up and sent to the King for his approval .a Evidently it was the arrival of Frederick William's letter that clinched the matter. On the 2?th the Foreign Office sent off despatches to Berlin and St, Petersburg, warning Jackson and Whitworth of the definite demand of the Allies, that Catharine must restore to the Turks all her conquests exclusive of the Crimea. The Allies hoped to induce Gustavtis by the joint offer of a sum of ;£200,000, or even £300,000, to grant the use of his ports to the British fleet destined for the Baltic.3
1 " F. O.," Prussia, 20. Jackson to Leeds, iitli March 1791 (received iQth March).
3 "Leeds Mem.," 150-2.
n Leeds to Jnckson, 2/lh March 1791. Russia then was seeking to form an alliance with Sweden and Denmark with a view to declaring the Baltic a marc t/attstet/t (" Ir- 0.," Russia, 20. Whitworth to Leeds, 25111 March 1791).
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